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BACKGROUND CASE 2 PRESENTATION

« Talaromyces marneffei causes a systemic fungal infection,
referred to as talaromycosis, and is considered to be an AIDS-
defining illness for patients with HIV living in the Southeast
Asian region (Figure 1).

» \While the number of cases of talaromycosis in HIV/AIDS
patients has been decreasing due to antiretroviral therapy, the
number of cases in non-HIV/AIDS individuals has increased.

* Non-HIV-infected patients are found to have higher case fatality
rates with this fungal infection. CLINICAL IMAGES
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A 63-year-old male with a past medical history of tuberculosis, diabetes, and cavitary
pneumonia with bronchoscopy positive for Talaromyces presented with worsening
back pain and was found to have multiple site of poorly differentiated
adenocarcinoma in liver, bone, adrenal gland, and pancreas, likely originating from
gastric adenocarcinoma. He was HIV-negative and expired due to complications from
underlying cancer and infection.
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Fig. 3 CT scan of Case 2 showing cavitary pneumonia

DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION
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Regions of imported or travel-associated cases ; Fig. 1 Microscopy of Talaromyces marneffei*>  Patients with this infection are typically severely immunosuppressed
and require extensive workup for other indolent comorbidities such as
underlying cancer or tuberculosis
« Future investigations are needed to determine the correlation between
Talaromyces and underlying cancer or tuberculosis along with the possible
need to empirically test for Talaromyces in these patient populations given
the high mortality rates of this fungal infection.
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CASE 1 PRESENTATION

A 76-year-old male with a past medical history of emphysema
and latent tuberculosis status post rifampin treatment, presented
with a necrotic lung mass. He was diagnosed with squamous cell
lung carcinoma and bronchoalveolar lavage cultures grew
Talaromyces marneffei. He had no animal exposures or prior
travel history to Asia. Due to a transfusion reaction to liposomal
amphOteriCin (the mainStay Of treatment)’ he reqUired a tranSition 3. Talaromycosis (formerly Penicilliosis): NIH. Talaromycosis (Formerly Penicilliosis) | NIH. https://clinicalinfo.hiv.gov/en/guidelines/hiv-
to p()saC()naZ()le_ He was HIVV negative and expired due to clinical-guidelines-adult-and-adolescent-opportunistic-infections/talaromycosis. Accessed April 29, 2023.

- - - - - | 4. Details - public health image library(phil). Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. https://phil.cdc.gov/Details.aspx?pid=4241. Published
complications from underlying cancer and infection. - P 1973, Accessed September 13, 2022,
5. An endophytic fungus, Talaromyces radicus, isolated from catharanthus roseus, produces vincristine and vinblastine, which induce apoptotic

F|g 2 CT scan of Case 1 Showing necrotic |ung mass cell death. PLOS ONE. https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/figure?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0144476.9007. Accessed September 13,
2022.
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