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Introduction

Background/Project Rationale

Benzodiazepines (BZDs) have become one of the most used and misused drug classes due to
their wide range of action and low toxicity profile. As per the National Survey on Drug Use and
Health, 12.6% of U.S. adults (30.6 million adults) report past-year BZD use, with misuse
accounting for 17.2% of overall use. Although BZDs are highly effective as short-term treatments
for certain disorders, they also are potentially addictive agents. Providers must be aware of
withdrawal symptoms beyond rebound anxiety and seizure precipitation. This case report
demonstrates the development of tactile hyperesthesia and dysgeusia, lesser known but
documented complications of BZD withdrawal, while showcasing a successful individualized dose

Conclusion

Proposed Impact on Clinical Practice
Physiological dependence on BZDs is accompanied by a withdrawal syndrome commonly

characterized by sleep disturbances, irritability, increased anxiety, and panic attacks.
Perceptual distortion and dysgeusia are infrequently reported as symptoms of BZD withdrawal.
The pathogenesis of these distortions is poorly understood but may be indirectly related to the
sudden decrease in y-aminobutyric acid (GABA) signaling during benzodiazepine withdrawal.
Upon review of the available literature, there was a rarity in cases describing perceptual
distortions upon discontinuation or tapering of a BZD. Primary care providers must be attentive
to development of rare withdrawal symptoms and accordingly modify their treatment plan to

Data

Outcome/Results

Considering the potential risks associated with long-term BZD use, a slow taper was initiated
with a longer-acting equivalent. The patient was started on the equivalent dose of
Chlordiazepoxide 100 mg per day with an add on trial of Paroxetine.
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completed a few months prior and were within normal limits except for slight elevations in the
total cholesterol, triglycerides, and low-density lipoproteins. As per DSM-V, the patient met the
criteria for severe BZD use disorder.
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