Date___________
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814    
RE: AB 2093 (M. Pérez)
Urge Your Signature

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

My name is _____. I am a family physician who practices in_______. I urge you to sign AB 2093 (M. Pérez) into law. By ensuring adequate payment for vaccines, I believe this bill takes a significant step towards addressing the declining immunization rates in California. The state is in dire need of immediate and long term solutions to this mounting problem.

Assembly Bill 2093 would require health plans and insurance companies that provide coverage for childhood immunizations to reimburse me more fairly for the cost of administering a vaccine (up to that of Medicare). This bill would add no cost to state programs, including Medi-Cal, Healthy Families, and CalPERS, and is consistent with new federal requirements stemming from PPACA. 

State and federal law requires insurers to provide coverage for immunizations because vaccines play such a large part in protecting both individual and public health.  The law, however, does not require that this coverage adequately cover the actual costs of providing vaccines. Pediatric immunizations have proven to be one of the most successful, safe and cost-effective public health interventions of the 20th century. It is essential to public safety that these immunizations are accessible. Yet, many primary care practices are operating on thin financial margins and often receive payment that is less than the cost of care they provide. Nowhere is that more evident than with immunization payment. 

(Personal experience/patient story, if applicable) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Anyone who cares about children’s health knows we need this bill. Recent deaths of children from the whooping cough epidemic in California and the possible return of the H1N1 epidemic this fall underscores this. Deaths from these and other diseases are easily preventable with shots. But because many insurers have refused to pay the full cost that physicians incur when ordering, storing, and providing vaccines, many physicians have been faced with an impossible choice: keep the doors to their offices and clinics open or immunize children.

Unvaccinated children can contract and spread dangerous or life-threatening diseases and lessen the effect of “herd immunization” in the population as a whole. In order to effectively protect the public health, it is imperative that we ensure continued access to disease-preventing vaccines. 

This bill is a good first step towards a fully immunized California. Please sign AB 2093 and help achieve that goal. 
Sincerely,

