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How Do We Improve and 
Sustain Medical Student 
Interest in Primary Care?



What Do You Love about 
Family Medicine?



What Do You Love about Family 
Medicine?

• Opportunity to develop relationships (x18)
• Breadth, variety, diversity (x11) 
• Continuity of care (x10)
• Full-spectrum care, care of entire family (x7)
• Caring for underserved, providing access (x5)
• Opportunity to be a patient advocate (x4)
• Holistic approach / biopsychosocial model (x3)



What Do You Love about Family 
Medicine?

• The patients (x3)
• Versatility and flexibility of the job; ability to 

change and evolve (x3)
• Community involvement (x2)
• Intellectual challenge (x2)
• Great colleagues (x2)
• Ability to make a difference in your 

patients’ lives



What Do You Love about Family 
Medicine?

• opportunity to provide different types of 
care in different settings (inpatient, 
outpatient, OB) (x2)

• Opportunity to work with residents (x2)
• FM is the best possible means to ensure 

the well being of communities and reduce 
health disparities

• Emphasis on prevention



What Do You Love about Family 
Medicine?

• Hearing people’s stories
• mission, mindset
• the broader impact you have on one 

patient by seeing those they live with



What are some positive things 
that your Family Medicine 

residency program or 
department has accomplished 

in the past year?



What are some things that your program has 
accomplished in the past year?

• EMR Implementation (x10)
• New / Improved curricula (behavioral 

medicine, leadership, policy, geriatrics, 
adolescent medicine) (x9)

• Greater emphasis on teaching and 
resident education (x5) (conferences, 
schedules, faculty engagement)

• Improved duty hour compliance with 
attending physicians taking more call (x4)



What are some things that your program has 
accomplished in the past year?

• New faculty (x2)
• More team-based care (X2)
• Residency curriculum committee
• Faculty / mentor guidance
• Integrative medicine
• Exceptional recruitment in the midst of 

transition



What are some things that your program has 
accomplished in the past year?

• More involvement of residents in the 
interview process of applicants

• More involvement in CAFP
• Addition of community-based training sites
• Making Family Medicine a required third 

year medical student rotation and one of 
the top-rated rotations at the medical 
school



What are some things that your program has 
accomplished in the past year?

• Addition of rural rotations
• Addition of resident portfolios
• Improved access as a result of CQI 

curriculum
• Group visits
• More school outreach
• PRIME-LC
• Creation of scholarships for primary care



What is Your Vision for 
Family Medicine?



What is your vision for Family Medicine?

• That everyone has a family doctor, 
universal access (x 7)

• To be a field that is valued, respected, and 
recognized (x5)

• Providing the basis for the framework of a 
new health care delivery system

• The specialty that leads and directs health 
care at all levels



What is your vision for Family Medicine?

• Having all medical students in the country 
exposed to Family Medicine

• We provide exceptional quality to satisfied 
patients and community and national 
leadership in health care

• To impact the health of those I live and 
work with

• Population-based management



What is your vision for Family Medicine?

• Taking care of all patients in a variety of settings
• Improve the health of my patients and the 

community in which they live
• To serve as the foundation of our health care 

system
• To supply the leaders in the medical world and 

community
• Providing quality care by getting involved in the 

community where we practice



What is your vision for Family Medicine?

• Lead the health care team
• FM should be the vanguard of change
• Further alignment of FM and social justice 

Taking care of patients in a holistic way
• More medical homes
• Happiness
• Team-based care



What is your vision for Family Medicine?

• To return to broad spectrum care and to 
have Family Medicine be in the forefront to 
help unite the fragmented health care 
system

• Relationships and continuity
• To be the most important specialty in the 

USA



What is your vision for Family Medicine?

• Greater emphasis on Family Medicine’s 
importance in today’s health care system

• Provide evidence-based and cost-effective 
care in a compassionate manner to 
diverse populations



What are some things that you 
would like to see your Family 

Medicine residency program or 
department accomplish this 

coming year?



What are some things that you would like 
will accomplish this year?

• More community outreach / involvement (x9) 
panel management (x4) – who are my patients 
and how can I manage them as a panel?

• PCMH certification (x4)
• EMR & technology implementation (disease 

registry, email, etc) (x4)
• Group visits (x3)
• Improved financial support / stability / 

reimbursement (x3)



What are some things that you will 
accomplish this year?

• More practice management / ICD-9 coding 
(x2)

• New fellowship (OB, geriatrics) (x2)
• Improved teaching and mentorship (by 

faculty and residents (x6)
• Promote duty hour compliance, sleep, and 

well-being of residents  (x2)
• Add faculty development curriculum
• More minority applicants for FM residency



What are some things that you will 
accomplish this year?

• Improved access and continuity (x3)
• Larger clinic space
• For FP grads to qualify for specialty 

training
• More procedures (x2)
• More integration of preventive medicine 

and family medicine
• more interactive and problem-based 

didactics



What are some things that you will 
accomplish this year?

• Better education of residents with regard 
to current events and health care reform

• Improve OB curriculum and teaching
• Integrating specialists into residency 

education
• More preventive medicine training
• Finalization of affiliations



What are some things that you will to 
accomplish this year?

• Team-based care
• Improve the image of Family Medicine
• Promote Family Medicine in different 

arenas
• More outpatient clinic experience in PGY1 

year



What are some things that you will 
accomplish this year?

• Better balance of education versus service
• Have more time with patients (versus 

hamster wheel)
• Recruitment of students with public health 

background
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