September 16, 2010

The Honorable Assemblymember ___________
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Your Support for AB 1542
Dear Assemblymember ​​​​___________:

I am a family physician in your district and want to thank you for your vote in support of AB 1542 (Jones), which defines the patient centered medical home (PCMH), on August 31. Although this bill does not require increased funding from the state, it sends a strong signal to patients and providers, including physicians like me, that California, will join more than 40 other states and recognize the importance of best practices in community-based care. This will be an important message in the months and years ahead as we strive to replenish the ranks of critically-needed primary care physicians in specialties such as family medicine. And, as federal dollars become more readily available for new models of care like the PCMH, California practices such as mine will be able to draw on them.
Yours was one of 50 votes in support of AB 1542 on the Assembly Floor shortly before the midnight deadline. However, 54 votes are required. Although we believe 54 or more members were prepared to vote in support of the bill, procedural issues prevented it. I am told that due to the bill’s urgency status, there still may be an opportunity to have it taken up for a vote during budget deliberations in the coming weeks. I am writing to encourage you to support the bill when it is heard again.
Thank you again for your support of the patient centered medical home. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have questions or concerns.
Sincerely,






cc:
Tom Riley, CAFP Director of Government Relations






Jack Chou, MD, CAFP President

Taejoon Ahn, MD, MPH, CAFP Legislative Affairs Chair







Susan Hogeland, CAE, CAFP Executive Vice President

